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The Second Sunday in Advent                            December 7, 2014 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude        
 The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 The Opening Hymn 
  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                             No. 249 
   
The Choir Cantata   
 “The First Noel”                               Russell Mauldin, Sue C. Smith 
  The Birthday of a King Medley                                 
  Glory, Glory in the Highest   
   Soloists: Deb Olson, Steve Olson 
  The First Noel                               
  Jesus, Born on This Day with Angels We Have Heard on High                                                              

 

 The Announcements 
 The Offering 

 

  In the First Light 
   Soloists: Cathy McKim, Kent Meier                                                   
  Jesus at the Center 
  Birthday of a King Finale 
   For Unto Us a Child is Born / The First Noel / The  
   Birthday of a King  

    
We Confess Our Sin and Receive God’s Forgiveness 
 The Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness         (on screen) 
 
We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
   The Words of Institution 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 The Distribution 
 
We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Blessing 
 The Benediction 
 The Closing Hymn         
  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You”                                     No. 271                       
 The Ministry of Prayer 
 The Postlude 

http://www.immanuelstorycity.org/
mailto:immanuel@iowatelecom.net


Organist: Emily Anderson 

Greeters: Dwayne & Dee Fiihr 

Ushers: John Rathmacher, Joel Danielson, Jacob Chodur, John  
 Abrams 

Candlelighter: Jillian Lykins 

Communion Preparers: Ron & Susan Kinyon 

Communion Assistants: Judy McIlrath, Steve Skartvedt 

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house. Thank 
you for filling out the white information card in front of you. You may 
put it in the offering plate or give it to an usher as you come forward 
for communion. 
 

Today the Immanuel Lutheran Senior Choir is presenting the 
cantata, “The First Noel — Celebrating the Birthday of a King.”  We 
appreciate the dedication of our choir members as they have 
prepared this Christmas cantata for us today. Thanks also to Susan 
Amensen and Emily Anderson for their leadership. The music for the 
cantata today was given in memory of Margaret Larson. 
   Director – Susan Amensen 
   Accompanist – Emily Anderson 
   Narrator – Terry Thompson 
   Sound Engineer – Jim Oberender 
 

Holy Communion. Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. In prayerful preparation for the Table, please read and 
fill out the Information Card in front of you and give to an usher as 
you are directed forward. We welcome to this family meal all who 
have been baptized into the Christian faith, and who believe that 
Christ is present in the bread and wine offering forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation. Children who have not been prepared to receive 
the Sacrament are invited to come with their family for a blessing.  
 If you are unable to come to the front to receive the sacrament, 
let an usher know and the elements will be brought to you. We offer 
gluten free wafers. If you desire that kind of wafer, simply point to the 
small container in the bread tray. Grape juice is also available. 
Please point to the center of the tray if you desire this.  
 We will have continuous communion today. Please place your 
empty cup in the basket. 
 

Don’t forget the coffee fellowship in the social hall following the 
worship service today. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Food Pantry. Place your items for the Loaves and Fishes Food 
Pantry in the grocery cart in the narthex today. Cash donations are 
also always welcome. Checks can be made out to Immanuel with a 
notation for the Food Pantry and placed in the offering plate.  

 

If you are looking for a good Christmas gift this year, please 
consider one or more of the Immanuel Anniversary Cookbooks or 
CDs. They will be on sale for $10 each in the narthex each Sunday 
until Christmas. 
 

Next Sunday will be our monthly Improvement Fund offering. This 
fund is used for capital expenditures to maintain and improve our 
church buildings. 

  

The Primary Children’s Christmas Program will be held at the 
beginning of the worship service next Sunday, December 14. We will 
take the kids to the chapel for a movie during the rest of the service 
and you can pick them up in their rooms following the church service. 

 

The Young Disciples choir (2nd-6th Grade) will also be presenting 
their Christmas program, Christmas Joy, next Sunday, December 14 
during the worship service. This musical focuses on the joy that 
came to earth when Jesus was born in Bethlehem. The songs are 
simple, yet fun for children. Familiar songs of the season, such as 
Joy to the World and Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee, are presented 
alongside newer songs, like I Will Sing Songs of Joy and When He 
Came. Please come hear the Young Disciples sing and share the 
message of the Christmas season. We will have a Saturday morning 
practice on December 13 from 9-10 A.M. in the church sanctuary. It is 
important that the children attend this practice next Saturday. 

 

Christmas Eve Services. Your talents are needed for our traditional 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. These are opportunities for 
worship and inspiration through word and music. If you would like to 
have a part, please call the church office by Monday, December 8 
with the title of your music or reading. 

               

                             The second candle lit on the Advent Wreath is  
                             called The Bethlehem Candle. It is a symbol of   
                             the preparations being made to receive and  
                             cradle the Christ Child. 
 
 

 



Christmas Angel Gift Project. If you purchased a gift for the Angel 
Gift Project, you are reminded that gifts must be returned to the 
church by tomorrow, December 8.  

 

Thanks to all those who helped set up and decorate the sanctuary 
Christmas tree last Sunday. Special thanks to Judy McIlrath, Linda 
Thompson and Claudia Fuhrman for decorating the narthex and the 
social hall. 
 

Thanks to Jaynee Christian and others who helped organize and 
bring items for the Christmas Tea and Bazaar held yesterday. 

 

A New DVD series entitled "Simplify: Ten Practices to Unclutter Your 
Soul" concludes next Sunday in the Social Hall at 8:30 A.M. Discover 
the power of simplicity in your schedule, work, finances, 
relationships, and soul.  
 

"Making Marriage Work," a new DVD series that shares Biblical 
tips to cultivate a healthy marriage, will conclude next Sunday at 8:30 
A.M. in the Cornerstone Room. 
 

Attendance last Sunday:  212 

 

With the Advent season upon us you might be beginning to put 
together your shopping list for Christmas. There are always a few 
people on many lists that are extremely hard to shop for. What if you 
could give gifts with extra meaning this year? Gifts that will change 
lives around the world? More and more people are rethinking the 
tradition of gift-giving by instead, giving gifts in honor of friends and 
loved ones. There are several catalogs on the shelf in the narthex 
from various organizations that allow you to give one or more animals 
to people in need around the world. Any questions, talk to the 
pastors. 

 

The Daily Texts is a unique devotional book used by millions of 
people around the world. We will be ordering 2015 Daily Texts at a 
group rate of $7.00 a copy. Sign up today in the narthex or call the 
church office by tomorrow. 
 

Thank you to all who ordered Pizza from our Mission Trip members 
to support our trip. Your pizza will be available for pick up on 
Tuesday, December 16 from 3-7 P.M. in the Social Hall here at 
church. Thank You again for your support!! 

Today, "Hope - Des Moines," the church where Jon Anenson and 
Andy Hermanson serve as pastors, are having their first service in 
their new building on Ingersoll Avenue near downtown Des Moines. 
The church began about six years ago and they have been 
worshipping in Hubbell Elementary School gymnasium all these 
years. We congratulate the congregation as they move into their new 
facility. 
 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Young Adults and Families Christmas Party. Our annual Young 
Adults and Family Christmas Party will be today starting at 
4:00. We'll have a “white elephant” gift exchange for the adults and 
an ornament exchange for the kids. Each adult brings a funny 
wrapped present you’d like to re-gift. Each child brings a wrapped, 
inexpensive ornament to exchange. We’ll begin with a Christmas 
devotion and share a potluck supper after the gift exchange. See 
you in the social hall downstairs! 

 Riverside Christmas Party. Tonight from 6-8 P.M. at Riverside 
Bible Camp. This is a free event for all ages. Gather together to 
celebrate the birth of our Savior. Hot Cocoa, wagon rides, cookie 
decorating, Christmas carols, crafts, games, and much more! 

 
 

Reminders 

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you.  

 Tune in to the Immanuel Lutheran Radio Broadcast each Sunday 
morning at 8 A.M. on KASI Radio (AM 1430).  

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 A nursery is available across from the restrooms on the main floor 
of the educational wing. Feel free to take your little one there 
during the service if the need arises.  

 The winter issue of the "Our Daily Bread" devotional book and the 
new "Connections" magazine are on the shelf in the narthex. 

 During the winter months, if you would like an usher to pick you 
up and take you to worship, feel free to let the church office know 
and we will make arrangements.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Donna Teigland who has been hospitalized in Phoenix, 
Arizona. 

 

 

 

We praise God for: 

 Bringing back safely Pam Maurer and all those who were on 
the Honduras Mission trip. 

 The powerful Christmas message shared in word and song 
by our Senior Choir today. 

 

 

 
 

 

Youth Activities 

High School Youth Group Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be TODAY from 3:30-5:00 PM. I 

hope to see you there! Bring a friend!  It is going to be a great 

time of fun, friends and fellowship!  We will continue our 

discussion on "Koinonia."  

 

Middle School Youth Group Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be TODAY from 2:00-3:20 PM. I 

hope to see you there! Bring a friend!  It is going to be a great 

time of fun, friends and fellowship!  Bring a warm coat just in 

case the weather allows us the opportunity to go outside :)  

 

Middle and High School Youth Group Activities 

Ice Skating - Thank you to all who came out ice skating with 

us last week!  It was an awesome time!  We will definitely be 

going again in the next couple months.   

 

 

December 7 - 14, 2014 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, December 7 - Communion Sunday 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship - Senior Choir Cantata 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group 
3:30 P.M. HS Youth Group 
4:00 P.M. Young Adults & Family Christmas Party 

 

Monday, December 8 
 

Tuesday, December 9 
          9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

7:00 P.M. Deacon Board Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 10 
6:30 P.M. Junior Choir 
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation Class 
7:00 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Class  

 

Thursday, December 11 
8:30 A.M. Women's Weekly Bible Study  

 7:00 P.M. Deacon Board Meeting 
 7:00 P.M. Trustee Board Meeting 
 7:45 P.M. Board of Education Meeting  
 8:15 P.M. Church Council Meeting 
 

Friday, December 12 
            

Saturday, December 13 
8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
9:00 A.M. Christmas Program Practice (2nd-6th Graders) 

 

Sunday, December 14  
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship - Sunday School Christmas Program 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Stephen Ministry Meeting 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group 
3:30 P.M. HS Youth Group 


